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AN 


ANSWER. 


9.TE 


LETTER from © Amſterdam, 


Of April the 18. 1678. 


| Dear Fellow-Labourer, 


Ours of the 18th, of Aprz/ came to a thou- 
ſand hands, before it reach'd mine. You 


* 


much 'we have always ow'd to Diſeziſes: For 


which reaſon our Apoſtles preach not, but in a' 


Cloak, and, for greater (ecurity, under two Caps, 
and chooſe their Texts out of the zzyſterious Book 


of the Revelations: They underſtand well enough - 


that the precious Seed, which they ſow, will not 


grow, unleſs it be well covered, and that the Chil- 


dren of Light ave none of the wilſeſt Generation. 
It grieved my heart, and almoſt turn'd my ſto- 
mach, to ſee the Old Cauſe look like an O14 Cour. 
tiſane newly riſen, undreſ(s'd, unpainted, and un- 
perfum'd. What a vaſt difference there is be- 
tween the Cauſe dreſ7d, and arndreſs'd 2 I befeech 

A 2 thee, 


do ill to commit matters of ſuch Impor- _ 
| tance to any thing, but to Cypher, knowing how 


1 


CY 
thee, who could endure to look on the Hag in her 
nakedneſs, her deſign of ſubverting Church and 
State, dethroning Kings, turning out Biſhops, anq. 
deſtroying men for daring to be hozeſt and:rich, 
in fine, in her- Natzve cheating, lying, and-for- 
(wearing, with a thouſand other Helhih qualities? 
But when ſhe hath px# oz her render Conſcience, 
her fears of Popery and Arbitrary Government, 
her good will towards the King, and her chari- 
table endeavours to reform his Miniſters : In good 
faith ! ſhe is. not the ſame thing. Wherefore, my 
dear Brother, let us behave ous ſelves like good 
Jockies, and not diſcover the faults of our Beaſt, 
till ſhe is ſold. This, I afſure thee, was the Art 
of Qur noble. and - ſucceſsful -Predeceſlors, whoſe 
Deſigns the Well-meaning, men (as they calf'd 
' them ) never perceived, till paſt their power-to 
prevent. | "I 4 

However, as the Devil will have it, the Publ;- 
eation of thy Letter. has not done. us much harm : 
For, People are now fo well and. folidly:deceived, 
that it isno ſuch eaſie task to.cure 'em.. We talk'd 
to 'em formerly ſo much of: the Goſpel, that *tis 


now Natural for 'em to take every thing, we 
ſpeak, for ſuch. Tis true, it coſt us. many a pain- 


ful grimaſs, many a (crued eye, mugh- wringing. of 
the hands, and many an heart-rending -groan, be- 
fore they came to the: Lure; -but when we had 
once blinded 'em, we 'ene did what we pleaſed 
with 'em : We made ſport with 'em as the. Phz- 
liſtines did with Sampſon, and may continue to 
pe | do 


(3:Y) | ; 
[ dof, provided/ we remember to keep their hair 
[2 cropt, that is, inftrut 'em well in the Presbyterian 
Catechiſm. IT muſt confeſs, 1t 1s worſderful' to ſee, 
with what eaſe they ſwallow any thing from us; 
1 in. ſo muchas it is hard: to tell, whether their 
| throats are wider ir taking in our Izpo#ures, than 
| '  eurs would be in devouring them, whenever they 
| fall within our clutches: We told them, that War” 
with France was ſo neceſlary for us, that we ought . 
to begin it before the leaſt preparation was made 
towards it: and they believ'd .us.. Preſently we 
tell 'em, that twenty #rifles are far more neceſſary \ 
to be provided for, than the //ar: and they call 
it the Senſe of the Nation. We tojd the King, 
that we could not adviſe him- either to \Var or 
Peace, unleſſ*, we knew every individual part and 
circumſtance of his late Mefſage into Fraxce, ec. 
| and yet we took upon: us 4a little before to adviſe 
him to a Declaration of War, when we under- 
ſtood- nothing of thoſe matters :: and our ſhifting 
paſſes undiſcover'd. We ſay, that it is our Inte- 
: reſt to joyn with any of the Confederates, that 
ſhall yet dare to ſtand out againſt the French 
| King ; and. yet at the ſame*ime, and during the 
inſtant Treaty, we think fit to disband our Army, 
that no Confederate may be encouraged to do ſo. 
On the one fide we profeſs, that there is no fafety 
for us, unleſs we reduce the French Aﬀairs to their 
condition at the Pyrenean Treaty; and on the 
other we take care. in this conjuncture, to give 
his Mo$# Chritian MajeSty the belt opportunity 
| g== 
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we are able, of making good terms. And when 
the noiſe of our coming into the Confederacy, 
had made him'quit J7czly, and offer Propoſals for 
Peace, we reſolved to eaſe his mind of thoſe fears, 
and leave. him to prey on EFyrope in quiet :- and 
after all we gravely call the Courtiers Penſioners 
a France, and make the People believe, that the 

ing himſelf is ſelling Three Kingdoms for a French 
Marguiſate. When we have a mind to accuſe any - 
Great Miniſter, *tis enough for us to cry flop Thief = 
once, and all the Hounds open immediately : and 
becauſe we alledge nothing. againſt him , - they 
conclude his crimes wrfþeakable. I vow to thee, 
it tickles me, to behold how eaſily we gull 'em. 
They are raviſhed with our Votes as. ſoon as ever 
they hear 'eni: Nay they are ready taſſfwear they 
are good, before they know what they are. The 
firſt ſentence is, What has the Honſe of Commons 
done to day £ The (econd, And very well done too. 
So that I verily believe, ſhould they hear of a 
Vote palled for a Navy to cruiſe on Salzsbury 
Plains, or that the Houſe of Commons be en- 
truſted with the Mzlitza, they would inſtantly 
proteſt, that it were #he moſt reaſonable thing 
in the World. 'I am: of opinion, that they 
imagine the Commons bound by their places to 
ſave the reſt of the Nation the labour of Think- 
ing, and that it were ridiculous not to truſt 
thoſe with their Reaſoz, whom they have tru- 
ſted with. ( what they account more precious ) 
their Tarſc. it” - "i 2 

15 "The 


(5) | 
The King's late Speech, and, the ChanceZor's 
gave us ſome rub: They had ſo much plain and 
undeniable Reaſon in them, that ſeveral of our 
Well-meaning Party began to fail us. But a little 
patience will bring all ab@ut again. We muſt ſeem 
to yield at firſt, then protra& matters, ſpend 
whole days in ſober debate whether jorthwith, 
immediately, or out of hand be moſt proper, as. if. 
our Parliament intended to vie with the French 
Academy wm refining Language, and-then when 
matters are. indifferently well perplex'd, and the 
208:45- lid} pretty thick, ſecretly clap on a weight, and 
bring in an appropriating clauſe, which, like the 
ſubſtrating mark in Algebra, takes off the force 
of thoſe Figures it is annexed to: and the day 1s 
our own once mofe. [I never yet knew any Act 
ſo ſtout, as that it- was not, like the Dragon in the 
Apocrypha, mn danger of being ſplit by theſe bairs- 
Tacking of words one to another, is not more / 
neceſlary for the confounding of ſenſe to our Tea- 
., Chers, than Tacking. of Bills for the confounding 
..* of buſineſs to our Stateſmen. ' However I muſt 
acknowledge to thesg, that I like not this ſtile 
of -Rhetorick, which they have now Iit-on at 
Court. Such reſolution and briskne(s, if pur- | 
ſaed, will utterly ruine us. A ſoft, meek, con- 6 
deſcending Speech for my money : Oh ! this is | 
Oy] to the Fzre. When we hear ſuch an one, we 
begin. to think them guilty enough, and our ſelves 
their Maſters. In like manner we want mighti- 
ly the old way of taking off, which certainly, 
while 
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While it held,” was one of the greateſt Revemes 
of our Caute. NEL | _—_ 

| Tt is a-great pity that our Ftratagems of remo- 
ving Miniſters took not, Twas an excellent good 
one, and had done our Fork effettually, 'By this 
means , we ſhould have, ſtript:[the King - of his 
Friends : For, who, doſt think, would: have ven- 
- rur'd the being a Counſellor, unfe(s he could Pro- 
pheſie what advice would be grateful to us, and 


would be fare to give none elle : and that would | 


not 'ferve his- turn neither, for, 'we' wox 
to difapprove it at a venture : befides, | 
priviledge ( and we have Precedents for it ) to 
accuſe him, without being bound to ſhew any 
cauſe, which; how Paradoxical foever it may fee, 
is both juſt and: honeſt ; For, Vox *Populz, Vox 
Dei - and, thou knowit whoſe Repreſentatives 
- we are. Moreover, had this Plot taken, the King 
had not only loft, but we had got Friends. We 
have daily experience in what ſtead-we are ſerved 


by- onted Stateſmen. "The Turks and we are much - 


of 4 nature, and Rexegadoes commonly prove the 
beſt Captains to us both. » to 

We muſt endeavour to lefſen the Houſe of 
Lords, as much as we can; ( Nobility and Trea- 
chery ſeldom fadging well together) and in order 
thereunto we begin to a, as if there were no 
ſuch thing in the World.. We prorigtihce, that all 
Treaties, and other Stete-Trenſa@Fions, ought to 
be conformable to our Addreſſes 3 and though 


the Lords better : Education, frequent Travelling . 
: - * abr oad, | 


a» 
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; abroad, &c. do. generall y: fit them more « for con i- 
derations. of this kjnd,. yet men ought to believe © 
| Ke we dp, ous ſelves). that cach of us comes'From! ' 
he Plough like another Serra, and being 6hce” * 
the Crea ture of a-dozenis, hoo-viakers, or fach-like 
Fellows, (and theſe drunk too) is ſufficiently gifted 
forthe Goyernment of a Nation. And the belt is, 
:that as amongſt the Biſhops we have ſome who fa- 
' vour Pregbytery, which.is;No:Bifbops, 6 among the 
' -Lords we have ſome Birthright-ſellers who carry 
on our. Democracy, which is, No Lords. © | 
But, at-preſent, our great and true grievance Is 
the New-raiſed Army.' We'l hard, bur-it ſhall 
not fand long;. We _ reſolved, like green Peaſe, 
'(the {caſen-atfords me the ſimilitude)' to: eat *em '- 
' young, though it coſt us never ſo dear : they tin 
-grow. too, hard for, our teeth. And therefore” - a 
| "Carry on the Metapho wal we: butter "et, and val 
"em, W h.em.w fair, words, and jo\r by 
z in calling. 'em;bravemen; 3nd firth! 
ent ſheir) livelihondy, that they: ment nm 
their troes, For. their Conntry;: And at"the 'Gnie 
time. We arF abpyt. to, appoint. Committees forthe 
receiV F | !hearingthe lamentable - © 
cries $2 ray i; 14 2pd-Gteſs regainſt: them, 7and” 
-have arder oxjes tobe broinght inof more Pb © 
portant Outrages. (Somewhat in-mmitation of the 
Scotch-{tratagem Seb o the truth is} the” Scots have _ 
the a xs in thjs:point;naronly becauſe: | 
they Af aim or ideyunre, and conſequently! the es 
better, lyars; Cand men hardly fuſpe&t ſo much wit, 
" 


— 
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as a lie comes to, in that thus ) but allo becqule the. 
Scene. of their Drums is more*fernote, and their 
ſtories not, ſo eaſily diſproved as burs.' ke af caſes 
| we-liomly;purpo (coats or(Gther. t636rid' of - 
this »ptert-Monſter:For,ele; Whar Would thaſe | 
rumuſrs,. chow {peak tt of; ic ignite? et disband”.. 
'em, if it be but to find em! again, whett we our | 
ſelves need *em. '. We'l ſerve? 'elh, 48a Printer doth 
his Lertzers, diſtribute-'em after! the printing - one 
ſheet into their! reſpeHive Boxes, thar, when occa- 
fion . is, they may be ſet i in: a #ew form to print | 
another. 

Thou need'ſt not bid u us ts ſet the pattern of 41 _ 
before our eyes: but I ſhould be'glad thou couldſt 
tell ug. a way of reraoving it from thoſe of others: 
It doth us, no [mall miſchief. 'Would to Jove, the 
AR.of Oblivion hadibeen more efficacious, and 
correſponded better to the ends, for which we'de- 
fir'd its which were only, thdiknow'ſt that their, 
Party, mighsi hot; zemembed, 96! Yrivent/ wo Tf 
to ferbear. Put moure': ents” an; _. 
ungrateful Rogie am] SS grgbfe de when © 4 
I ought; rather 16 thank{the!Devil, that (for the 
generality) thoſe: impreſſions "are at/;this time. ſo __. 
well,worn out, thatmenibegin- 6 Hhedr with-Þ os 
tience,, what they woulthave abharr'd.f 
years.ago, and--yow pric up their ears, wh 
their hair would have food arrend?. © 3 Ly 

Before I go any. farther; 'T think Fit to advertiſe [- 
thee of one thing, which: is, that thot mul = 
think, for his "oY _ read: ſt- heres: 


* 
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Nation , or. Houſe of: Commong are' all of 'ont 
Party. No; we have a very-fmall one in either. 
But *tisno news to thee, that the Phariſees are of 
the quality of Leaven:: a little ſerves to influence 
the. lump. -Our buſineſs in. the Houſe 1s, by- ſpe- 
cious pretences and-covert Iyes, (the Tools of our 
Trade) \to work a League offenſive and defenſive 
with ſeveral honeſt Gentlemen, who mean better 
' than they wnderſtand, and by this courſe, when 
Noſes. axe;told,- (: thanks to-thoſe which we lea) 
for. the maſt! patt we exceed. by! one or two : and. 
ſych. a- Vote. is as:much{the Common Juſtice and 
Prodente, as if:it had'been:made Nemine contra-' 
dicente.. I aſſure thee,: this-is a great Prerogative 
ofthe Mouſe ;:and vaſt! Priviledge for the Mem- 
bers;' For; by this means many times a Noddle that 
hath never_a-dram of ſenſe in-it; comes'/in a trice tb / 
be the, /#ſe of the Netion.:: LOS, Eat 
Prithee, as ſoon as thau canſt; ſend me over 
ſome Hand-Granadoes, I mean, ſome pretty quaint ' 
ſlories. to throw among; the People. Popery is as 
goqd. a Topick, as ever:z. tholds out admirably*” 
well; This morning.a man-brought me a dozen'of ©: 
Stories, to. ſell ; and at leaſt nine or ten of 'em 
were. on that; fabjeat. But: I refus'd 'em all for 
improbable, | ſave! only! one, -which was of 50 
Prieſts ;hid 1n-a Cave'in-Waltes,] which he offered 
to prove! out of the: Old Teftarreat, ſaying that 
Abdigs's hiding the Prophets: was not Hiitory, 
but , Propheſie. There iwas. another, of a ſecret 
League between ZExglaxd and France, ſeal'd and 
B2 deliver'd 


@{D3 | | 
deliver'd by the two Kinigs in the preſence of cer-. 
tain-Brendenburghers;-which was pretty paſſable, 
and. I may chance:to/buys + 7 ot nts 
. But naw.to. the main : Bid the: Frexch pert: 
endeayour, to have our. Subſidies better complied : 
With.. . What.>. does he think»the' 50 thouſand 
Piſtols return/d;hither the other day ſuchis bufi-- 
ne&f5 ? Mind:him-of cut 4tural Atipethy :againi(t- 
his Nation,:aod. that it requires-a'-great-deal to. 
take #h7s off, and: make us fit for Bribery 9 the! 
Jer _ ButJet bit-nordeſpend :) Money will-do. 
the work: 'tis that; (aza-modern Author 'thoigh? 
an..Enemy, tzwhyays ): which makes all dofrimes 
plain and clear.s. This will force us-to miſtake'the - 
French King for th pond :..and with good rea-" 
ſon too,;when his-Gold: ſpeaks him- ſo gleats: 
Maſter of the T1dies.:: We'l' make the' whole: Na-< 
tion ſerve: him-:-that-is;;: wel do his buſitie; arid: 
_ receive. his-Money, and the-Courtiers :ſhalf bears 
| the blame. . But, in good truth and ſober fadneſs, | 
we;mult watch the Mon/ieur's waters, andaffiſt no - - 
farther to. the breaking .of the Confederacy; than it>' 
conduceth' to. the piecing up'iof the-Covenant, 'We. . 
_ mayelſe bring our Hogsts a'faiicMarket:: that is, 
'<na be.. ſold for Slaves.... Did you. ever hear of” 
ſuch'a wheedling Letter; as he: ſent-lately to our ' 
Brethren. the States? , He: looks like the Hof#Her-:! 
with. his - Hat-inchis hand ; \andzs-little/Qats' int; -+- 
and hjs 2ridle' under. his- arm :-If he -catcl-'the 
| Beaſt, he'l try if he can fitit better than the Spa--". 
ziard ; and, Ile. warrant, hel -be ſure to git its 
ER 4501.4 ll INDO be [L399 ISM £iea--- 
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neg. Rf Poping. ' - 
>" I gieves me, that we Cha I6ſt- ® prinae a Pen, 
as thou mention'ſtz-but my comfort is, that our 
Authors ſeldom. write well of the right fide, Be- 
we hays | ſuck ftore of Wits amongſt us;.that 
ode dly; miſs bjox + For, thanks be to Jove, 
the Saints now,are not only famous for Sud | 
um-drum, Non-ſenſe, but” we have as ſhrewd rai 
lerie, and tart; drolling; as-any- 1s among the: pro- 
ther nes. 1q.that now, under the- Sheep's y- you,” 
| only the Holf, but the Mozkey-allo : and: 
if,” thou .con{ider'ſt-the- intolerable: Fornicationr 
| among Us, thou'lt ſay, we've hook'd in the Goat: 
| to. be of our Party too... We are infinitely impro- 
4 fince our. firſt jnſtitution- Our way is broader 
Wii it was, and imore-comprehenfive :. We take 
in. I Sets but Fpiſcopacy, and have greater ſtore - 
of Deiits, and | Atheiits," than the' Conformiſts. 
| PelbSje thou ſmileſt, when I tell thee of Atheiſt, 
| but 1 allure. theg{ which is; , :doubtlels; a miracle-. 
| in _confirma tion; of ,our : dodrine Y there". .are-nO:" 
greater icklers for Religion than = Atheiſts 
wRgh h makes, me,not queſtion; bur they're of the - 
Fl Akin the Atheiſts-of-the''athey fide are.in a 


Wt © 00 fea; of Aidreps difirhioh' "He's 5 a 
RS. Bull has an exat Repreſerttative in - 
| him, and hardly qataxicates tore by-its Ale; than - 
| BY its Burgeſs. He is a firſt-rate Wit, and you may 

| know Ainfabemgeod Bay the _— od 
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This goes, not in: her, bocauſe of the or 
wp i have of this Z xpreſs, who'ts an hone Nos 
truſty Gentleman.' He 'is one of our Coffte-houſe 
Meſſergers, who. viſit thoſe Houſes, bette? than 
any Biſhop his Dioceſs, and as punQually as the 
Carriers of the Pla y-houſe Bills, only with this diffe- 
rence, that theſe tell you what i is'to be'aFed or 
counterfeited to day, and our men'relate what was 
afFed and counterfeited yeſterday. In fine, they are 
Politick, Rat-catchers, that walk every day | from 
Max's in the Court of Requeſts, to Garoway's by 
the Exchange, and, crumble their State-Ratcbane 
in every Coffee-houſe, as they: go. 'But I muſt 
kave off, being juſt nojv order'd by the JunFo to 
draw up ſome ore Relations of proceedings in 
| = the lower Houſe, in ſuch faſszox, as may be moſt 
"= creditable, Fer avantagions for'the' Caufe, | | 
which, po hear, operate kindy, and do admirable 
ſervice there. | dy hea i 
' Pray let  conſþan quares. gol In | 
thy Frovines and wha ne Fi Bet 11 in_. 
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